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Abstract
This paper examines how climate security, migration and the re-conceptualization of the notion of sovereignty in the ever-evolving world climate change has increased global security challenges, such as eco-migration and the emergence of carbon colonialism that has put pressure on the traditional concept of sovereignty and territorial delimiting in the relations between states. The study reviews qualitatively the existing frameworks to determine how the processes of climate-induced displacement, which are facilitated by the slow-onset environmental modifications as well as extreme weather conditions, has exposed the weaknesses of state-centric conceptualizations of governance. This paper critically evaluates the consequences of eco-migration to sovereignty and national security with the help of historical examples of colonial exploitation and the existing solutions related to environmental injustice in the frame of global climate regulations. The paper assesses the new security regimes by using the case studies of the regions that have been impacted by eco-migration and carbon exploitation, proposing the redefinition of sovereignty to integrate the environmental and migration-related issues. Its results indicate that transnational and collaborative strategies are required to tackle the issue of eco-migration and curtail exploitation of vulnerable states in the name of carbon colonialism. The present paper proposes the need to have extensive global policies that will ensure that environmental justice is promoted and that sovereignty is re-imagined in a world that is experiencing crises as a consequence of climate change.
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INTRODUCTION
The issue of Climate Security as an International Relation.
Climate security has become one of the urgent topics of interest in the research of International Relations (IR), especially with the increased global security risks associated with the growing intensity of climate change. The climate change is no longer regarded as a remote environmental problem but it is a direct threat to the political stability, human security, and state sovereignty. Migration, shortage of resources, territorial conflicts, environmental justice, etc. in this regard, have become a growing concern among both scholars and policymakers. With the growing pace of the world climate crisis, vulnerable groups have already been affected with poverty, poor governance, and social upheavals.
The idea of climate security is founded on the understanding that environmental transformations, in particular, human-induced global warming, are a major threat to national and international security. Such threats are the population displacement that is caused by the increase in sea levels, extreme weather, desertification, and natural resources depletion. Climate change has entered the fray of security debate according to scholars like Barnett (2001) and McLeman (2006) who argue that environmental stressors are becoming a major cause of destabilizing regions and large scale migrations.
Ernst, Jahan and Riffai 2007.
With warming of the earth, places like Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and low-lying seashores are at the brink of extinction because of sea-rise, flooding, and erosion (Adger et al., 2005). This deterioration of the environment worsens the process of eco-migration whereby people are displaced by the effects of climate. The Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) estimates that the displacement resulting due to climate has already affected millions of people across the world, but the situation is likely to be aggravated in the next several decades. These migrations of people and communities result in the emergence of a new group of migrants: the eco-migrants whose rights and status are frequently unspecified by the international legislation (Renaud et al., 2012).
This phenomenon essentially questions the traditional notion of the sovereignty of states, which has always been based on the premise of the control over the territory and fixed boundaries. With the climate effects making some regions incapable to sustain their territorial integrity, even the concept behind the sovereignty is questioned. The challenge of dealing with internal displacement, coupled with the pressure to further contain displaced populations, has become a twofold challenge to governments in the affected regions that have to deal with the international structures providing protection to the displaced population (McAdam, 2012).
The part played by Carbon Colonialism in Climate Security.
Besides eco-migration, there is the so-called carbon colonialism, which complicates the discussion of sovereignty in the era of climate change even further. Carbon colonialism is the act of taking advantage of the natural resources of the weak countries at the same time contributing ear-out of proportion to the environmental degradation that leads to the climate change. The developed nations, mainly of the Global North have always been the most significant source of the greenhouse gas emissions but it is the countries of the Global South, most of which had the least contribution to climate change, which are experiencing the greatest impacts (Roberts and Parks, 2007).
This is a predatory relationship similar to the colonialism of natural resources, but in the modern framework, it is represented by an unbalanced allocation of environmental costs and gains. With the increasing climate damages, the failure of poor countries to safeguard themselves against the effects has resulted in a new brand of environmental injustice. Exploitative use of the carbon credit of these countries or the inability of these countries to obtain compensation over the losses incurred by the environment increases inequalities in the world rendering carbon colonialism a very crucial topic in international relations (Lohmann, 2009).
Research Question and Objectives.
With these burning concerns, the following paper aims to examine how the concept of sovereignty is changing with the changing concept of climate security especially in respect to eco-migration and carbon colonialism. The main research question which will guide the research is as follows: How do eco-migration and carbon colonialism interfere with the conventional ideas of sovereignty and security and how must international regimes respond to these issues?
By answering this question, this paper is seeking to critically evaluate the implication of climate change on the aspect of sovereignty, that is the geopolitical aspect of climate induced displacement and exploitation as well as the security aspect. It aims to bring a holistic insight into how conventional models of state sovereignty need to transform to deal with these emerging models of environmental and human security threats.
Significance of the Study
The importance of the research to the field of politics science and international relations is that it adds to the current discussions regarding the necessity of more inclusive and cooperative climate security regimes in the 21st century. It also points out the overlaps between environmental degradation, migration and sovereignty and suggests that global governance should keep abreast of the intricacies of climate-based challenges. The conventional concept of sovereignty can no longer be described as the traditional concept of sovereign representation will no longer work in a world where climate change is transforming global geopolitics. The global climate crisis needs to be tackled in a more comprehensive way with the help of environmental justice, human security, and transnational cooperation.
This paper will reinvent the sovereignty and climate security debate by advocating the creation of global mechanisms focused on the safety of the eco-migrants as well as the fair distribution of climate effects. In so doing, it makes international community reconsider the conventional forms of sovereignty and adopt a more inclusive model of addressing the climate change and its related risks.
LITERATURE REVIEW
Climate Security and the Sovereigny of the State.
Over the past decades, the notion of climate security has developed in a somewhat new direction, shifting its old concerns on the shortage of resources and geopolitical conflict to the broader concept of human security, especially of climate-induced migration and displacement. According to scholars like Homer-Dixon (1999) and Barnett (2001), climate change poses a new round of security threats particularly in the already politically fragile areas. Their efforts have enlightened the relationship between environmental stress and conflict, and the suggestion is that climate change is not just an environmental problem, but also the one that has an underlying effect on the political and social stability.
With the impact of climate change being felt, especially in the regions that are vulnerable, the displaced population due to environmental factors is expected to grow exponentially. This new type of eco-migrants is highly problematic to the traditional security constructs, which focus on the workability of the territoriality of states and national boundaries (McAdam, 2012). Researchers have pointed out that the migration due to climate change is a very urgent issue, because they increase the vulnerability of countries, which are already vulnerable, in terms of political instabilities, scarcity of resources, and economic instabilities (Bates, 2002). Specifically, smaller contributors to climate change in the Global South tend to suffer the most and this is why the notion of sovereignty is reconsidered in a climate-affected world.
Eco-Migration: Climate Change as a motivation in Human Displacement.
The eco-migration is a term used to define the migration of people resulting directly out of change in the environment like desertification, the rise in sea level, and extreme weather events (Bates, 2002). Although the process of environmental migration is not new, the level and urgency of the issue have grown considerably over the last few years. McLeman and Smit (2006) state that migration as a result of environmental stressor can destabilize areas and serve to fuel existing political conflicts. With livelihood being affected by environmental changes especially in agrarian societies, the citizens are becoming more and more displaced in search of food, water and even economic prospects.
It is a type of migration that questions the age old belief of state sovereignty which is founded on the notion of state being in charge of its borders, territory, and population. The issue of the legal status and rights of eco-migrants has become the concern of the global community as millions of people are displaced because of the climate change. The ill status of these migrants due to non-recognition by the international law exposes them to vulnerability and the vulnerability is further aggravated by the fact that most states have little capacity to accommodate substantial population of displaced individuals (McAdam, 2012). This means that overlapping of the migration that comes as a result of climatic factors with sovereignty necessitates a review of the national and international laws to respond to the changing face of global displacement.
Carbon Colonialism: Environmental Injustice.
Besides eco-migration, the idea of carbon colonialism has acquired considerable popularity during the past years as a means of describing the unequal relations sustained by the industrialized countries contributing an uneven portion of climate change at the same time as they drain the resources of the Global South. The term was coined by Roberts and Parks (2007) as an attempt to criticize the unequal burden of climate harm especially involving the extraction of carbon credits as well as natural resources to the vulnerable areas. In their analysis, carbon colonialism repeats the trends of exploitation that were experienced during the colonial period, whereby the wealth of the Global South was drained to the industrialized countries, and that the South bore the ill-effects of the exploitation.
This kind of environmental injustice adds to the insecurity of the states in the Global South, which already face the problem of poverty, political instability, and ineffective infrastructure. Exchange of carbon credits such as carbon credits enable the developed nations to cover their carbon emissions but the Global South to experience a higher rate of environmental harm (Lohmann, 2009). Carbon colonialism points out the injustices inherent in the existing climate governance frameworks across the world and demands reparations and a more fair allocation of resources to make restitution and pay up in a more equitable manner in response to the historical and current effects of climate change.
The Responses of International Community to Climate Migration and Sovereignty.
Although there is increasing awareness of the interrelated nature of problems of climate-induced migration and carbon colonialism, the international response has been inadequate and disjointed. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) has done slightly when it comes to dealing with climate change especially with the Paris Agreement that is geared towards the reduction of emissions and sustainable development. The convergence of migration that is caused by climate and sovereignty, however, is not sufficiently addressed in the context of international climate regulation (Renaud et al., 2012). The current international regimes even those concerned with the right of refugees have not been able to fully consider the special challenges associated with eco-migrants who do not necessarily fit the legal definition of refugees.
Failures of the existing international structures to respond properly to the legal and political aspects of eco-migration necessitates a more holistic perspective of discussing sovereignty in a world affected by global warming. It is due to this loophole in the international law and policy that various communities have been advocating the need to formulate new mechanisms that would serve to safeguard eco-migrants and hold the industrialized countries responsible of their impact on climate change in the past. This study will address this gap by examining how international security regimes can be transformed to respond to the problem of displacement and exploitation of resources in the climate change age.
Theoretical Framework: Constructivism and Human Security.
In order to solve these problems, the theoretical frameworks of Constructivism and Human Security will be employed in this research. Constructivism as an approach that focuses on the role of ideas, identity and norms in the process of international relations gives a useful perspective through which the changing security issues associated with climate change can be seen as redefining the concept of sovereignty. According to constructivist scholars, international norms on migration, sovereignty, and environmental justice are not fixed but can be affected by emerging global conditions including the growing prominence of the climate change and its effects on the vulnerable groups (Finnemore and Sikkink, 1998)..
Motivation and Problem Statement.
The classical system of sovereignty in the international relations that focuses on the control of a state over land and resources is becoming impractical to face the complicated issues of the climate change. The growing phenomenon of eco-migration is challenging sovereignty which is traditionally determined by territorial integrity and political autonomy. With the increasing pace of climate-induced displacement, especially in those areas that are the most vulnerable like Small Island Developing States (SIDS), the idea of fixed national borders finds it more and more challenging to maintain. The case of a Pacific island country called Kiribati is one of the brightest examples where the rise in sea level is bound to submerge the entire country and leave its people without an alternative but to seek shelter elsewhere (Barnett, 2001). The movement of whole populations contradicts the old ideas of the sovereignty of territories and demonstrates the inability of existing political systems to regulate climate-related migration.
Besides eco-migration, another problem that makes the discussion on sovereignty more embroiled is the concept of carbon colonialism. This notion is the unequal weight of climate change on the developing countries, especially the Global South, even though they contribute very little to the green house gases. The exploitation of resources of these countries usually as carbon credit scheme or resource extraction still continues to create inequalities in the world today. Instead, the developed countries especially the Global North, are the major contributors to environmental degradation and do not take necessary compensation and support to the countries that experience the effects of climatic changes (Roberts and Parks, 2007). This type of environmental injustice does not only increase inequality but also weakens the capacity of vulnerable states to defend their sovereignty and achieve the well being of their people.
Recent strategies of climate security that are usually centered on state security and resource management do not acknowledge the human aspect of the climate crisis especially eco-migration and environmental justice. The need to combat climate induced displacement involves redefining sovereignty; that is, sovereignty incorporating human rights, migration, and global justice as the elements of international governance. The study has been driven by the process of reconsidering the security regimes in operation and seeking new frameworks that can help in a better response to the issues of climate change and the subsequent effects on sovereignty (McAdam, 2012).
METHODOLOGY
The given research is based on a qualitative research design that would enable a thorough investigation of a complex and manifold problem of eco-migration, carbon colonialism, and sovereignty within the framework of the climate change. The qualitative research best fits the discussion of the subtle view of different stakeholders, such as policymakers, environmental activists, and communities concerned. This methodology will be a case study analysis in conjunction with a thematic content analysis in order to examine how climate-based migration and environmental exploitation is transforming political and economic realities and disrupting the conservative principle of sovereignty.
Case Study Analysis
Case studies are a major part of the research methodology. The case studies chosen are on the areas that have been greatly affected by climate change with special concentration on eco-migration and carbon exploitation. These case studies include:
•	Eco-migration: The first group of case studies will discuss those areas where displacement caused by climate change is a significant problem, such as Bangladesh and the Pacific Islands. Bangladesh is among the most susceptible nations to climatic shifts, it is subjected to frequent flooding, erosion of the riverbanks and cyclones which drive away millions of people annually (McLeman & Smit, 2006). The Pacific Islands, Kiribati and Tuvalu, are on the verge of becoming inhabitable as a result of increased sea levels, and the whole population of the islands are under the threat of being displaced. These areas are the perfect examples of an increasing difficulty in the eco-migration phenomenon, and they emphasize the immediate effect of climate change on human mobility and territorial integrity.
Carbon Exploitation: The second group of case studies will be described in Nigeria and Ecuador who have suffered the harmful impact of carbon colonialism. Nigeria is one of the countries with a large oil deposit, and this has been an important location where multinational companies extract the natural resources, at the cost of the local communities and the environment. Equally, the Amazon rainforest of Ecuador has been subjected to rampant deforestation and oil mining, further contributing to the destruction of the environment and affecting the lives of the locals (Hamer, 2019). These case studies demonstrate how the developed countries are constantly exploiting the environment and mining resources that in most cases are leading to climate change and leaving the vulnerable areas to face the impact.
Data Collection
Data collection in this research will be a mixture of the primary and secondary sources to be able to have a complete picture of the problems in question.
Primary Sources: It will conduct in-depth interviews with major players, policymakers, environmental activists and academicians. Such interviews will give professional knowledge about the effects of eco-migration and carbon colonialism on the sovereignty and the success of the existing international responses. Interviews will be semi-structured, which will give the possibility to flex, but make sure that the main issues concerning sovereignty, migration, and climate justice are addressed in detail. The sample will be chosen on the premises of their experience in the fields of climate change, migration, environmental justice, and international governance.
Secondary Sources: A variety of secondary sources will also be consulted, including the reports of international organizations like the one on Climate Change Framework Convention (UNFCCC), the International Organization on Migration (IOM), and other non-governmental organizations (NGOs) that focus on climate justice. These reports would contain essential information regarding the levels of eco-migration and impacts of climatic changes on the vulnerable population and policies that are currently being put in place to mitigate these issues. Also, academic articles and books of other scholars will be analyzed to know the theoretical and empirical principles of climate security and sovereignty and international governance.
Data Analysis
Thematic content analysis and coding will be a two-step process in data analysis.
Thematic Content Analysis: Thematic content analysis will be employed in order to find and recognize common themes in the data of the case studies and the interviews. It is aimed at revealing the latent trends and stories about eco-migration, carbon colonialism, and reconsideration of sovereignty with respect to climate change. Some of the themes that will be addressed are the population displacement, the international organizations, the connection between sovereignty and environmental justice, and the burden of dealing with the climate-induced migration using current structures.
Coding and Categorizing: The data will be coded according to major themes that will be identified with the help of the case studies and interviews. The coding of the data will assist in organizing the data and enabling the process to easily see the relationships among the various aspects of the research. To illustrate on this, the data concerning the legal status of eco-migrants, effectiveness of existing international regimes, the presence of carbon exploitation will be sorted to make the further interpretation of the intersection of these matters and the impact of sovereignty easier.
Assessing Existing International Regimes.
The study will also evaluate how effective the existing international regimes are in dealing with the issue of the eco-migration and carbon colonialism. Existing structures, including the UNFCCC, and the Paris Agreement will be critically analyzed as to how they can ensure the problem of migration, sovereignty, and environmental justice. The shortcomings in these frameworks will be highlighted especially concerning the legal protection of eco-migrants, and the obligation of the industrialized nations towards the past causes of climate change (McAdam, 2012). This assessment will give helpful information about the shortcomings of the existing systems of global governance and the necessity of a more participatory and collaborative way of addressing climate security.
Future Research Directions and Limitations.
Although this study is a thorough qualitative analysis, it has shortcomings in the approach. First, the case study method is intrinsically region-dependent and the results may not be completely applicable to all the areas where climate-induced displacement or carbon exploitation is apparent. Also, interviews are not objective, but may be biased, even though they can be a great source of information. Further studies can also aim at expanding the data collection scope to include quantitative data collection, which can be in the form of surveys or statistical analysis to complement the qualitative study findings.
RESULTS AND EVALUATION
This part gives the most important results of the research, noting the problems of eco-migration and carbon colonialism on the traditional concept of sovereignty. Early results point to how much eco-migration and carbon exploitation are recreating the world’s political and economical environment. This analysis also examines the effectiveness of the existing international regimes in dealing with these problems and the results indicate a huge gap in the ability of these regimes to deal with vulnerable populations and provide environmental justice.
Eco-Migration and Sovereignty: a security threat.
Climate-specific displacement has caused eco-migration, which is becoming a security threat to the affected states and the global community. The conventional concept of state sovereignty that is rooted in territory and border control is being eroded as millions of people are displaced by the rising sea levels, extreme weather, and environmental degradation.
The major points in the case study of Bangladesh and the Pacific Islands show that eco-migration has now taken center stage destabilizing the local governance and the security of the region. To illustrate this point, floods and riverbank erosion caused by climate have been blamed with the displacement of millions of people annually in Bangladesh (McLeman & Smit, 2006). In the same way the people of Pacific Islands like Kiribati and Tuvalu are also threatened as they will be rendered stateless as a result of rising sea levels (Barnett, 2001). This movement of these people is not only a humanitarian crisis but also a danger to the territorial integrity of these states because climate change is threatening their existence.
In addition, the interviews with the policy makers and environmental activists indicate that the increasing number of eco-migrants is putting pressure on the local and international resources. The absence of laws that would cover the rights of the eco-migrants also makes the situation even worse, as most of the displaced individuals are not provided with the necessary protection and assistance (Renaud et al., 2012). This highlights why a new way of sovereignty is required that takes into account the safeguarding of human rights and tackles the issue of displacement caused by climate in the context of environmental security.
Carbon Colonialism and Geopolitical Inequality.
Carbon colonialism has been termed as an important parameter in the realization of the power unbalances in the world due to climate change. It is found that industrialized countries, especially Global North countries, are still tapping into the natural resources of the Global South and also play a disproportionate role in the environmental degradation, which leads to climate change. This exploitation does not only emphasizes the weaknesses of the developing countries, but also the capacity of these countries to effectively respond to the effects of climate change.
The major results of the case studies of Nigeria and Ecuador demonstrate the negative impact of carbon colonialism. Nigeria Multinational corporations have destroyed the environment by extracting oil, especially in the Niger Delta, where the local communities are suffering because of oil spills, gas flaring, and deforestation (Hamer, 2019). Equally, oil mining on the Amazon rainforest has led to deforestation and environmental degradation in Ecuador, which affects indigenous people (Lohmann, 2009). Though these areas contribute to minimal carbon emissions globally, they experience the full impact of the climate change effects which further increases geopolitical inequalities that already exist.
The study established that the current international regimes, including the UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement, have not succeeded in dealing much with the problem of carbon colonialism. Although these agreements are aimed at lowering the emissions and sustainable development, they are not sufficient in terms of compensation of the environmental harm by the developed countries and the historic exploitation of the vulnerable countries. This indicates that global climate governance framework has a major loophole that has not fully integrated the concept of environmental justice and Global South reparation.
Weaknesses of the Existing International Regimes.
Among the main conclusions of this study is that the International regimes in existence at present, such as the UNFCCC and even the Paris Agreement are inadequate in overcoming the challenges of eco-migration and carbon colonialism. Although these agreements offer guidelines on mitigation and adaptation to climate change, they lack the human security aspect of the issue of climate change, especially on safeguarding of eco-migrants and the equal sharing of resources.
UNFCCC came into picture in 1992 and its main concern is limitation of greenhouse gases and sustainable growth. Although it recognizes the effects of climate change on the vulnerable population, it does not have a holistic framework that guarantees the protection of the eco-migrants and their rights. In a similar manner, the Paris Agreement signed in 2015 is supposed to reduce the global temperature increase without explicitly referring to people displacement or exploitation of the vulnerable countries. These results indicate that these agreements are extensively concerned with the state-based commitments and lack in their provisions on the human rights and environmental justice dimensions of climate change.
The Revision of the Approach to Sovereignty.
The research finds that there is a need to have a more inclusive and consultative practice of sovereignty that puts human security and environmental justice first. It must be a new approach that acknowledges the interrelationship between climate change and migration and sovereignty and offer mechanisms of addressing the legal and humanitarian requirements of eco-migrants. The study notes the necessity of international regimes whose emphasis is not in the reduction of emissions alone but also guarantee the rights of the people displaced by the move and also the vulnerable states are compensated on the environmental costs that they incur.


Table 1 below summarizes the key findings from the case studies and interviews:
	Finding
	Implications
	Recommendations

	Eco-migration is a growing security threat.
	Displacement challenges territorial integrity and sovereignty.
	Develop legal frameworks to protect eco-migrants.

	Carbon colonialism exacerbates geopolitical inequalities.
	Vulnerable nations bear the brunt of climate change without adequate compensation.
	Reform international climate governance to include reparations.

	Current international regimes are insufficient.
	Existing frameworks fail to address eco-migration and carbon colonialism.
	Introduce a more inclusive approach that prioritizes human security.



Conclusion and Policy Implications.
This paper highlights the fact that there is an immediate vitality to have a paradigm shift of the ways the international governance structures should solve the issues presented by climatic change, ecological migration as well as carbon colonialism. Old notions of sovereignty, where territorial integrity and state control are privileges are getting to be insufficient in the face of displacement through climate and environmental exploitation. The research recommends the creation of novel more inclusive global regimes that are focused on human rights, environmental justice, and vulnerable populations protection. This would help to make the international response to the climate change a more equitable and cooperative one, so that the needs and rights of eco-migrants and impacted communities could be met in all aspects.
DISCUSSION
The necessity of new conceptualization of sovereignty in the era of the climate change.
The concept of Sovereignty, which traditionally refers to a control over borders and a state-related power over the territory, has been among the concealed principles of international relations (IR). This model of sovereignty involving the state has been the guiding principle in the way nations relate to each other especially in areas of territorial integrity, governance and military strength. But due to ever-growing impacts of climatic change, the conventional meaning of sovereignty is ever becoming insufficient in tackling the new challenges in the global arena. Migration due to climate change, exploitation of the vulnerable countries by other countries by activities like carbon colonialism, and enhancing existing inequalities around the world are putting the concept of sovereignty as we have traditionally known it to the test.
Conventional frameworks of sovereignty are grounded on the Westphalian system whereby absolute power is vested on the states in matters of ruling their territories and their citizens. In this framework, it is assumed that borders are not dynamic and the key players in international governance are the states. Climate change however does not observe national boundaries. The effects of environmental degradation, i.e. the increase of sea level, desertification, and the extreme weather events, do not touch only one nation but rather the regions and even continents. As a result, the model of traditional sovereignty with its emphasis on the state control and territorial integrity is gradually becoming obsolete and ill-prepared to address the transnational aspect of climate-related issues.
Two main examples of how climate change is redefining the concept of sovereignty are the emergence of eco-migration, which is the displacement of people as a result of environmental changes, and the so-called carbon colonialism, which is the exploitation of the resources of vulnerable countries by the industrialized ones in the past and nowadays. The fact that the number of eco-migrants is rising especially in the areas most prone to the effects of climate adds to the problem of the state-centric concept of sovereignty. Climate change is displacing vulnerable groups who are usually in the Global South, resulting in internal and international displacement. These movements question traditional borders and forms of governance of states, posing extremely important concerns who is entitled to migrate, how migrants must be safeguarded and how international governance may be used in the management of such crises.
Moreover, the inequalities between the Global North and the Global South are worsened by carbon colonialism, i.e., the exploitation of resources by the industrialized countries in developing countries with the level of contributing to climate change disproportionately. This type of exploitation strengthens the economic and political supremacy of the developed countries over the compromised states so that the latter do not have a chance to experience real sovereignty and self-determination in overcoming the problems posed by climate. Carbon colonialism underlines the inequalities in the global apportionment of environmental liabilities and gains as well as the necessity of the critical reconsideration of the notion of sovereignty in the age of climate change.
The Weaknesses of the existing International Regimes.
The inefficiency of the existing international structures, such as the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Paris Agreement, highlights the necessity to restructure the understanding of the concept of sovereignty and introduce it into the realm of climate change. Although these structures offer significant modalities of dealing with climate change, they are highly inclined on responsibilities undertaken by states to cut emissions and bring about sustainable growth. They however do not fully consider the human security of the climate change including the issue of protection of the eco-migrants and the obligation of the industrialized countries to recompense their previous contribution to the escalation of climate change (Roberts and Parks, 2007).
UNFCCC is an initiative which was formed to solve the world problem of climate change in 1992. Although the framework established the foundation of international collaboration, it has been faulted in terms of its failure to enforce binding obligations on the matters of cutting down the emission of greenhouse gases and in enabling climate justice in its decision-making. The Paris Agreement (2015) that seeks to curb global warming to less than 2C has been an advance towards encouraging the cutting of emissions. Its dependence on voluntary national commitments however has been criticized as not holding states accountable in their role in contributing to the increase in climate change and not meeting the needs of the most vulnerable countries especially those at risk of displacement by the effects of climate.
Also, such international agreements usually do not give sufficient support to countries that are the most susceptible to climate change. Countries that are vulnerable especially those in the Global South are incapable of managing the effects of climatic changes because of the absence of financial resources and technological skills as well as governance capabilities. International reaction to eco-migration has not been coherent as there are only few structures that safeguard the rights of displaced people. Existing legal provisions like the Refugee Convention and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights do not deal with the problem of displacement caused by climate change and thus eco-migrants lack legal protection. This loophole to international law further jeopardizes the sovereignty of the vulnerable states, since they cannot cushion the effects of the catastrophic climate change on their populations.
Rethinking Sovereignty: To a More Inclusive and Co-operative Approach.
This study indicates that a more adaptable and inclusive conception of sovereignty is required, which considers the transnationalism of the issues of climate change and focuses on human security, environmental equity, and on eco-migrants protection. Sovereignty is no longer seen as something that states have the absolute right to govern their territories but it should be seen as a dynamic and changing concept that considers the interconnectedness of world systems, such as the environmental, economic, and social.
The redefined sovereignty would not just dwell on territorial integrity but also dwell on the role of states to ensure protection of their citizens against the effects of climate change, such as displacement, loss of livelihood and environmental degradation. This extended understanding of sovereignty would also acknowledge the rights held by the eco-migrants and give them legal guidelines to protect them. With the growing significance of eco-migration, states are called upon to forge international agreements that provide migration with protection and benefits the vulnerable states with the help they require in order to cope with the climate change (McAdam, 2012).
Moreover, the idea of environmental justice ought to be the main focus of this new sovereignty. The environmental justice requires equitable distribution of both benefits and burdens of climate change mitigation and adaptation. It points out the necessity of the reparation of past exploitation of the vulnerable nations by establishing a more sensible global climate governance structure that tackles the factors that cause disparities in the world (Lohmann, 2009). By integrating these principles in the form of international frameworks, states might shift to a more inclusive and cooperative form of sovereignty that would be more in line with climate change reality.
The Role of Future Research
Future studies should aim at formulation of more holistic global policies which incorporate the concept of human security and environmental justice in the process of climate governance. These involve the development of enforceable policies of protecting the eco-migrants, making the industrialized countries accountable to their contribution to climate change, and not to leave the most vulnerable groups of the population behind in combating climate change. Also, there should be new legal frameworks to address the distinct challenges presented by the situation of displacement caused by climate change, like the creation of new categories of refugees or the development of an international compensation fund to compensate individuals who fell victim to the climate change.
CONCLUSION
This work has a remarkable effect on the developing discussion on climate security because it examines the intricate overlap of eco-migration and carbon colonialism with sovereignty. With the ongoing rise in climate change, there is also a growing realization that the conventional model of state sovereignty, which focuses on territorial boundary and total dominance over boundaries, is becoming less efficient in mitigating the complexities of challenges that displacement and exploitation of the environment by climate change raise. The study underscores the present day necessity to re-define the concept of sovereignty to suit these new security threats because it has been realized that climate change is not just an environmental problem, but a highly political one which is altering the connection between states, people, and the nature.
The conclusions made in this paper emphasize that the current state of international regimes like the UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement is not adequate to ensure t that the issues of eco-migration and carbon colonialism are properly addressed. Although these frameworks concentrate on the emissions reduction and sustainable development, they do not take the human security aspect of climate change, especially the right of displaced people and the liability of the industrialized countries to exploit the environment both in the past and present. This means that there is a greater urgency to have a more inclusive, well-coordinated means of global governance that puts the security of vulnerable populations first and in which the concern of environmental justice should be the central subject of international climate policy.
Further study is needed to develop this research by providing tangible policy solutions on how to improve global governance in the potential climate change. This involves coming up with legal frameworks that would address the rights of eco-migrants, developing structures of reparations against carbon colonialism and also coming up with more effective and fair climate adaptation policies. This kind of research is necessary to help create a global system of climate governance that is sensitive to the findings of climate change and is determined to bring justice to those who are the most vulnerable to climatic change.
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